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Layers of the Atmosphere

D0 you ever ook at th sky and intospace and wonder what ts mate of?
Thete is & whok worl of scnce surrounding ur Earth to hef us survive and thrie
Our Earth s surroundd by a miture ofgases caled th atmosohere The Earth's
atmosghers reaches from the Eart'ssurface to more than 60 klometers (hat's

70 ms) into space Earti's atmosohere i macde u of gases that are
inportant to fving things.

Gases that make up the Earths atmospher (ke orygen and carban dioit)
ate not armful o ing things — in fact they sugport and prtect th iving things on
EarthlOur atmospher i mate up of 5 Nitrogen, 2 A0xygen, and | otter gasses
sugas hydrogen, methane,heum, argon, and carbon dinice. Humans and animas take
n 01y to breathe whie om becteria can change itrogen ntoa substance plants
can us to buld protins. Higher in the atmsphere, a form of orygen caed amone works
asa il fo ving things, protecting them from 2 ot of the harnful raetion iven
off by the sun

ks you travel frther from the Earth, ar temperature an ai pressure both
change. Qur atmospers hes been organized by Sntits into five layers withvarious
properties s atitu (dstanc:from Earth) ncreases,ai pressure decieases, but
temperatures vry. Thelayr nezrest to th Earth (046km or 19 mies from the
surfa) i caled th tropespher, This is where al neather happens and s where more
than half o the ai in the tote atmosphre is. s ltitude ncreases i tislyer
femperature drops. The stratootere (5-50km or 03/ mies from Earti's surface) i
e most airplanes fly and s where the protective cone layer les. Temperature
increases wih altitude in s lyer The thie lyer from th surfac s caled the
mestsphers (S090km or 355 mils from Eart).In the mesosphee, tamperatures drop
resuting in s eing the ot ayer of the atmosphere. Tis s ako where meteors
ourn up and ratio waves are reflectt to Earth

The farthest two laers fron the
the exospher. The thermosphers (40-300km or 5-86mies from the surface) i the
Rottestlayer o the atmisphers 2 temperature ncreases with atitute. eautiul
Curtais ofIght caled zurors ocour in s layer. Fnaly. the exuspers (00600km or
8-372mis from the surfac) i th outermost laye of th atmosohers where
femperaturs increases with altitute. Ths i the layer where sateltes orbit the lanets
Each leyer of our atmosphers srves a specific and important purpase n maintaiing e
on Earth. The next time you ook into the sky, you soult apprecat: the compeity and
otection Earth's tmospher: provdes
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D0 You ever oo at th sky and intospace and wonder what ts mate of?
There is & whok worl of scnce surrounding ur Earth to hef us survive and thrie
Our Earth s surrounded by a mixture of gases caled th atmosohere. The Earth's
atmosghers reaches from the Eart'ssurface to more than 60 klometers (hat's
aoinatily s atmosphere is made up of gases that are
inportant to fving things.

Gases that make up the Earths atmospher (ke orygen and carban dioit)
ate not armful o ing things — in act they sugport and prtect th iving things on
EarthlOur atmosphers is made up of T 4Nitrogen, 2 %0xygen, and | other gases
sugas hydrogen, methane,heum, argon, and carbon dinice. Humans and animals take
n 01y to breathe whie om becteria can change itrogen ntoa substance plants
can us to buld protins. Higher in the atmsphere, a form of orygen caed amone works
asa il fo ving things, protecting them from 2 ot of the harnful raetion iven
off by the sun

ks you travel frther from the Earth, ar temperature an ai pressure both
change. Qur atmospers hes been organized by Sntits into five layers withvarious
properties s atitu (dstanc:from Earth) ncreases,ai pressure decieases, but
temperatures vry. Thelayr nearest to th Earth (046km or 19 miés from the
surfa) i caled th tropesphee, This is where al ueather happens and s where more
than half o the ai in the tote atmosphre is. s ltitude ncreases i tislyer
femperature drops. The stratootere (5-50km or 03/ mies from Earti's surface) i
e most airplanes fly and s where the protective cone layer les. Temperature
increases wih altitude in s lyer The thie lyer from th surfac s caled the
mestsphers (S090km or 355 mils from Eart).In the mesosphee, tamperatures drop
resuting in s eing the ot ayer of the atmosphere. Tis s ako where meteors
ourn up and ratio waves are reflectt to Earth

The farthest two lye s surface are the thermosghere and
the exospher. The thermosphere s from th surface) i the
Rottestlyer o the atmisphers 2 temperature ncreases with atitute. eautiul
Curtais ofIght caled zurors ocour in s layer. Fnaly. the exuspers (00600km or

-3Tamies from the surface is the outermst lyer o the atmosghere wh
femperaturs increases with altitute. Ths i the layer where sateltes orbit the lanets
Each leyer of our atmesphre srves a secificand inportant purpose n maintaining i
on Earth. Thenext time you ook into the sky, you shoult apprecat: the compeity and
gmtection Earth's tmospher: provdes
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Layers of the Atmosphere

Air pressure as altitude increases
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